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their own style – not Renaissance pastiche, 
but scored for our voices and our sound. It has 
been a particular pleasure to be able to work 
with living composers, something that is not 
usually available to us! And the response has 
been terrific. The winners get to hear their piece 
performed by us on BBC Radio 3. I really hope 
some of your readers will sign up for this.
 
Amy, how does it feel being one of the younger 
members of the Tallis Scholars?
There is no emphasis on age – everyone’s 
contribution is valued. However, I certainly 
owe a lot to those members of the group (both 
current and former) who have been around for 
a little longer than me. It is their hard work and 
dedication over the years which has made this 
group such a success, and also put this music 
back into the public eye – giving singers of my 
generation, and future generations, the chance 
to enjoy it.

How did you come to join the ensemble?
My first concert with the group was a 
performance of Spem in Alium by Tallis in the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall in September 2005 for 

which I stepped in at the last moment. The next 
concert I did was six months later in France and 
from then on I started singing more and more 
with the group and was appointed a regular 
member in January 2009. 

Was it hard joining a group that was already  
well established?
I think it was actually easier! The other regular 
members are very experienced with the style of 
the music and everyone knows their role in the 
group so it was very easy to fit in. It is a great 
privilege for me to sing alongside the people that 
I used to listen to singing this music. Also, the 
social side of things has always been a lot of fun. 
There is a really good team spirit and one of the 
things I appreciate the most is the very strong 
friendships I have formed and the wonderful way 
we all look out for each other.
 
What has been your career highlight so far?
Peter: It has to be the day we were invited 
to sing the concert in the Sistine Chapel that 
would mark the unveiling of the newly cleaned 
Last Judgement by Michelangelo. This was 
televised, which meant the rehearsal gave us 

the opportunity to stand for hours looking at the 
frescoes all round us while the camera angles 
were worked out, without any interruption from 
tourist guides or crowds of people. What a 
privilege! Then we sang Palestrina’s music into 
this treasure trove.
Amy: In every single performance with the 
Tallis Scholars I always have a moment where 
I appreciate how lucky I am to be singing this 
music with the group that put it back on the map 
– this was particularly true in my 100th concert 
just a few weeks ago in Vancouver. And then 
there’s the travelling highlights; swimming in a 
pool on a cruise ship under the Italian midnight 
sky, cocktails in a very swish bar on top of a Tokyo 
hotel, pizza and poker in a hotel in the middle of 
nowhere in the US… it’s not a bad life!

See The Tallis Scholars:
3 April  The Howard Assembly Rooms, Leeds
30 April  Sherborne Abbey, Dorset
11 May  Cadogan Hall, London
30 June  Chester Cathedral, recorded by the 
 BBC with next NCEM winners
2, 3 July  East Neuk, Scotland
14 July  Merton College Chapel, Oxford
17 August Edinburgh Festival
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